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he can only come by at irregular intervals ; his
judgment is inevitably influenced by the political
composition of the unit in which he has to live.
He obtains his view of the world from what he has
more or less accidentally heard or read ; he lacks
the time for systematic investigation and for properly
checking the various rumours that reach him.
Conscious of these limitations, I have until now
confined myself in all I have said and written to
recording exclusively what I saw with my own
eyes.

If, nevertheless, I have now been able to form a
general picture of the course of events, I am aware
that this picture should not be considered a final
appraisement, since it is necessary still to check it
in all its details. I was not placed like so many
journalists in the very centre of events. While
they could actually see the threads being woven,
my view was that of the man in the street, my eyes
those of a soldier in the trenches. I had, however,
a few advantages which all did not possess. I could
read and understand Castilian very well, and at a
later stage was able also to read the Catalan press.
I lived among working-class families of all political
opinions and at the Alianza met Spanish artists
and intellectuals of every school. In the Gran Via
I came upon foreign journalists. Repeatedly I was
the guest of the Russian delegation in Gailord, and